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Prophet ◇ Priest ◇ King

Friday Night – Prophet
Small group time
Needed supplies
•
•
•
•

Big sheet of paper
Markers
Bibles
Index Cards

Background information
This meeting will be right after Worship #1, I don’t expect there to be tears or anything, but if
your students are emotional feel free to send them to Hannah, Jon or I (Dilan) and we can chat
with them! The times bellow are recommended. Do what you feel called to do with your time!
This will be the 1st of three meetings with your group so try to get to know the students and
make sure they feel comfortable with another. The groups are mixed between 7 th and UBC
(with more UBC), so make sure they mix up within small groups for the ice breaker exercise!
As far as the definition of prophet I am running with it involves critiquing and energizing
(Brueggemann). This happens both on a personal level, and to a further degree human systems.
I want the students to understand that Jesus calls us into a new, radical, and alternate way to
live life. Jesus’ prophetic voice should challenge every single one of us.

Icebreaker activity (10 min)
7 things

1. Divide the small group into three groups (should be 3-4 people) by having them number
off (Leaders included). Make sure the groups are fairly mixed by gender, age, and
church.
2. Tell the newly formed groups that their assignment is to find seven things that they
have in common with every other person in the group. (10 min)
3. Get the large sheets of paper and then have each team draw a character/person
doing/representing all seven of the things they share in common.
4. Each group will share and explain their creation with the rest of the group (5 min
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Small group activity (10 min)
Keep the students in their current smaller groups and assign them each one of the short
passage below, and ask them to do three things. First – summarize the story, Second – find the
critique of the system or sin that Jesus is offering, Third – What new way or challenge does
Jesus propose to his followers? Have each group share their answers with the rest of the group.
•

•

•

Group 1: Mark 3:1-6 (healing on Sabbath)
o Jesus calls out them Jews for using the law to prohibit good
o Critics current view of Sabbath
o Jesus heals the man anyway proving that doing good is superior to the law
Group 2: Mark 2:13-17 (Jesus hanging with sinners)
o Jesus eats with tax collectors and sinners
o Critics the Jews who only fellowship with one another
o Jesus says this kingdom is open for all, especially the marginalized
Group 3: Mark 11:15-18 (Jesus in the Temple)
o Jesus goes into the temple and drives out business people
o Critics the way greed has corrupted worship and favored the wealthy
o Jesus calls an end to the temple and his kingdom will give access to all

Scripture reading (15 min)
Come together with the entire small group to read these passages and discuss the questions.
Read Luke 4:16-20
6 He eventually came to His hometown, Nazareth, and did there what He had done elsewhere in
Galilee—entered the synagogue and stood up to read from the Hebrew Scriptures. 17 The
synagogue attendant gave Him the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, and Jesus unrolled it to the place
where Isaiah had written these words:
18 The Spirit of the Lord the Eternal One is on Me. Why? Because the Eternal designated Me to
be His representative to the poor, to preach good news to them. He sent Me to tell those who
are held captive that they can now be set free, and to tell the blind that they can now see. He
sent Me to liberate those held down by oppression. 19 In short, the Spirit is upon Me to proclaim
that now is the time; this is the jubilee season of the Eternal One’s grace.
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20 Jesus rolled up the scroll and returned it to
the synagogue attendant. Then He sat down, as a teacher would do, and all in the synagogue
focused their attention on Jesus, waiting for Him to speak.
Discuss:
•

What does a mission statement usually do for a company? Example Amazon’s is "Our
vision is to be earth's most customer-centric company; to build a place where people can
come to find and discover anything they might want to buy”

•
•

If this is the mission statement of Jesus ministry what does it say about his goals for his
time here on earth, and who is he seeking to serve?
What does this mean for us if we Jesus followers? How can we practically continue this
ministry today?

Read Luke 6:27-38
27 If you’re listening, here’s My message: Keep loving your enemies no matter what they do. Keep
doing good to those who hate you. 28 Keep speaking blessings on those who curse you. Keep
praying for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone strikes you on one cheek, offer the other cheek
too. If someone steals your coat, offer him your shirt too. 30 If someone begs from you, give to him.
If someone robs you of your valuables, don’t demand them back. 31 Think of the kindness you wish
others would show you; do the same for them.
32 Listen, what’s the big deal if you love people who already love you? Even scoundrels do that
much! 33 So what if you do good to those who do good to you? Even scoundrels do that much! 34 So
what if you lend to people who are likely to repay you? Even scoundrels lend to scoundrels if they
think they’ll be fully repaid.35 If you want to be extraordinary, love your enemies! Do good without
restraint! Lend with abandon. Don’t expect anything in return. Then you’ll receive the truly great
reward. You will be children of the Most High. For God is kind to the ungrateful and those who are
wicked.36 So imitate God and be truly compassionate, the way your Father is.
37 If you don’t want to be judged, don’t judge. If you don’t want to be condemned, don’t condemn.
If you want to be forgiven, forgive. Don’t hold back give freely, and you’ll have plenty poured back
into your lap—a good measure, pressed down, shaken together, brimming over. You’ll receive in the
same measure you give.

Discuss:
•
•
•

What about Jesus’ teachings here in Luke 6 are prophetic?
How do these teaching point to an alternate reality, or contradict the teachings of our
world?
How often do you observe Christians actually living these out?
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Sermon questions (with remaining time) - pick the questions you
like or feel free to add your own
1. What was the role of the Prophets in the Old Testament? How did Jesus fulfill this?
2. Reflect on the quote “If you wish to live like a prophet, you must be prepared to die like
one? Why did people often respond with violence to Jesus and other prophets?
3. Have you accepted this new reality that Jesus has taught, or are you caught pursuing the
things of this world?
4. Reflect on the Mother Teresa quote, “following Jesus is simple, but not easy”. Do you
find this to be true? How can something be simple and not easy?
5. Who are the marginalized people around you, and how can you personally and
practically speak up for, help, or minister to them?
6. If Jesus came back today what do you think he would criticize?

Time of Prayer (last 5 min)
Have the students write down on a note card a marginalized group or person they feel called to
pray for (don’t include their name). Then take the index cards and arrange them on the floor in
a cross pattern. This symbolizes that Jesus served and died for the marginalized. Read over the
names, then as a group pray for these people and ask God for a willingness to join Jesus in
ushering in this new, upside-down Kingdom here on earth.

Remind students in closing
Jesus in his prophetic ministry critiqued sin and corrupt systems, while encouraging his disciples
to live in response to the new reality he was creating. If we are honest Jesus’ teaching are
difficult and will often cost us something, but in light of Jesus’ death and resurrection we are
empowered to follow him. If we want to be Jesus followers we must adhere to the Jesus way of
loving extravagantly, and having an eye open to those suffering injustice.
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Saturday Morning
Small group time
Needed supplies
•
•
•
•

Scissors
Poster board cutouts of a person
Aluminum foil
Markers

Background information
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

In ancient societies, and (in different ways) are own, there are divisions. Certain people are
allowed places others are not. Some are celebrated and the center of attention. Others are at
the margins. There seem to be “levels of access” respect, honor, and even God.
The Temple of Jesus’ day shows these levels of access. In the outer area of Herod’s Temple was
the court of Gentiles. They could not go any further than this outer court. Jewish women could
go a little further. Then, Jewish men could go to an inner courtyard. Further in still, priests could
go. Only the high priest could go to the “Holy of Holies”—and then, only once a year on the “Day
of Atonement” — to make a sacrifice.
This small group time is designed to encourage students to consider what all the rules and
regulations around the temple suggest about the holiness and otherness of God. It will ask them
to consider what “worthiness” looks like—and why priests serve as a mediator.
The lesson considers both universal human sin and human tendency to presume they are
righteous and others are unrighteous. As one person said: “when one believes themselves to be
among the righteous, they find themselves among the arrogant.”
This will prepare them for the sermon which will focus on how Jesus is our eternal high priest,
and truly effective sacrifice.
(The point of the sermon to follow): Ultimately Jesus gives us all, regardless of our station,
gender, race or class, — or even our worthiness — access to God. This is because the sacrifice
Jesus gives is the sacrifice of a sinless priest who is also the willing and worthy sacrifice.
Such sacrifice is effective not because God needs to be appeased (an idea which supposes that
there is a lack in God which needs to be filled), but because there is a lack in us. We are unable
to live blameless lives fully and worthily devoted to God.
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•

•
•

•

•

•

But Christ lived in perfect obedience, even
unto death. Jesus, as fully human knows our situation, and as fully divine is able to live
righteously where we lack. He steps in (intercedes) on our behalf.
Therefore, we can “approach the throne of grace with boldness” (Hebrews 4:6).
You are not expected to communicate all this information to students. The task of this lesson is
for students to gain an introductory understanding of the Levitical priesthood, what the “Day of
Atonement” is, and to understand the basic function of priests.

The point of this lesson: That is, students, by the end of the lesson, should
understand that priests offer sacrifice on behalf of their own sins and the sins of the people.
These rituals and rites emphasize the utter otherness, and holiness, of God in contrast to the
faults and failures of human beings.
o Approach the topic of a God-ordained Aaronic/ Levitical priesthood sympathetically.
o Approach the human tendency to deem ourselves worthy and others unworthy
critically.
Before students can see the significance of the torn veil they must understand (1) why a veil is
there in the first place (a Holy God) —and (2) understand there are still many artificial “veils” we
put up to separate those we deem “worthy” from the “unworthy” in our own time as well.
Ultimately, whom we think is worthy does not matter. Jesus’ worthiness is what matters.

An illustration from a historical artifact:
Inscription on a stone in Herod’s Temple: “No foreigner may enter …. Whoever is captured will have
himself to blame for his subsequent death.”
Paul faced accusations of bringing Gentiles into the temple in the book of Acts (Acts 21:28-29). The New
testament witness of the walls between Gentiles and Jews being destroyed should be read in this light.
It was a bold statement and remains so today – should we consider it carefully.
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Opening activity
Ice breaker “Blobs and lines.” (Spend ~10 minutes doing these).
•

Students gather in lines based on a particular order or “blobs” (groups) according to what they
have in common. This helps students find some things in common.
o Examples: for “lines” (get in a line in order, as fast as you can)
▪ Birthday/ Age order (can be birthday month or age).
▪ Alphabetical order by middle name
▪ By number of times they have seen their favorite movie (estimate)
▪ Number of pets (etc.)
o

Examples: for “Blobs”
▪ Siblings:
• Those who have no siblings
• Those who have 1 or 2 siblings
• Those who have 3 or more siblings.
▪ Chores (afterward, you can also ask them to give a reason for why they think
they have a “few” or “a lot”)
• No chores
• A few chores
• A lot of chores
▪ Favorite season (you should know all the options for this one)
▪ Way you get to school
• Car
• Bus
• Walking
▪ Eye color (Etc.)

Small group activity
•
•
•
•

In pairs or as individuals, have students pick a particular situation (examples below).
They will draw clothes on their cardboard person to prepare for that situation.
They may use the aluminum foil to create accessories or tools for that situation.
Students can take 10 minutes to prepare their flat cut-out person. Then they may each explain
why they chose the clothes and items they did.
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•

Options (also in Appendix B and paper person outline in Appendix C—additional copies provided in
supplies):
A job interview (to be a
henchman for a mad scientist)
Meeting a sloth (formal
occasion)

Hunting a great white whale

A day at your favorite sports
team’s game

A day spent ready for your
favorite hobby

Disguising your secret
superhero identity

Going to the moon (for the
cheese you think is there).
Meeting a group of world
leaders to tell them your ideas
(which might involve free ice
cream)
A day at work and you’re a
[insert job here]

Scripture reading
•

Inform students that you’ll be reading instructions on the priest’s duties and actions during the
“Day of Atonement”.

•

Just like their flat cardboard characters, there were certain actions, and even certain clothing,
which must be taken on to prepare the priest and the people for this event. And just like our
opening activity, there was a particular group given this task. The tribe was called the Levites.
And the high priest alone was to enter the innermost parts of the tabernacle (and later the
Temple). This place was called the Holy of Holies.

•

Each pair will be given different parts of this chapter, Leviticus 16, and asked to answer this
question: What must the person (Aaron/ the priest/ the person who released the scapegoat)
do and why? They will read their passage and answer the question together. After a few
minutes, everyone will share their answers with the group (in order).

•

Below is a completed chart with answers. In Appendix A, you will find a blank chart you can cut
into pieces to give for the groups to use. Encourage students that if they don’t fully understand
their passage, that is okay. This is not a passage we often read! But it is still important to
understand the complexity and reasons behind the sacrificial system and priesthood.

Example:
Together, read Leviticus 16:1-6.
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What must this person do? Why?
1. The priest must bring a young bull for an
offering
2. Put on a sacred linen / clothes
3. Bathe before putting on the garments
(because they are sacred)
4. Take two male goats for a sin offering, a
ram for a burnt offering.
5. The bull is for the sin of the priest and his
house.

All rights reserved by Dilan Braddock, Hannah Boman, and Jonathan Balmer

(kyrios n. Lord)

Prophet ◇ Priest ◇ King
Pair 1: Leviticus 16:7-10

Pair 2: Leviticus 16:11-14

Pair 3: Leviticus 16:15-19

Pair 4: Leviticus 16:20-26
(give to your most ambitious and ready-to-read
pair)

Pair 5 (if you have enough people)
Leviticus 16:27-29

1. Two goats: one is sent away (scapegoat),
one to be sacrificed (sin offering).
2. Scapegoat is sent to the wilderness to
“make atonement”.
3. Cast lots to decide.
1. Sacrifices a bull for atonement for him
and his household.
2. Takes burning coals and puts them on a
fire to create smoke (so he will not die)
3. Sprinkles bull’s blood in front of the cover
(place where the sacrifice was made) 7
times.
1. Slaughter goat for the people’s sins.
2. Sprinkle the atonement cover (place
where sacrifice was made) with blood.
3. For atonement (making peace between
God and the people) because they are
unclean and rebellious—and because of
their sins.
1. Lay hands on the goat and confess the
rebellion of Israel.
2. Then he sends the goat into the
wilderness,
3. So that the goat will carry their sins away.
4. Then Aaron takes off the linen garments
and bathes and puts on regular
garments.
5. Then he offers another burnt sacrifice for
the people.
6. The man who released the scapegoat
must wash his clothes and bath with
water (he’s unclean until he does this).
1. Bull and the goat’s blood brought in the most
holy place
2. They must be burned up completely
3. The person who burns them outside the camp
must wash himself and his clothes.
4. 10th day of 7th month don’t do any work—no
one should do any work (Jewish or foreigner).

After sharing, ask students the following questions (on the next page):
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Small Group questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What surprises you about these passages?
What troubles you about it? (Some may take issue with all the death in this passage. It’s okay to
talk about that!)
Why do you think the priest first has to offer a sacrifice for him and his family?
What do you think the difference is between being unclean and being sinful?
These ceremonies are unfamiliar to us. What can reading about them tell us about God and
about God’s people?
Together, read the last section of the passage: Leviticus 16:29-34.
o Why do you think this ceremony (Day of Atonement) was to be done every year?
New Testament connection: The Pharisees (law teachers) were upset that Jesus ate with
“unclean” people, tax collectors and sinners. In response, Jesus quotes the prophet Hosea: “It is
not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” (Mt. 9:12).
o Who are the “righteous” in this passage? What is their mistake?
o If you had to guess, what do you think Jesus means by calling sinners?
o Which is more important to God: obedience or sacrifice? Why?
o Can obedience ever be a form of sacrifice? Why or why not?

Notes for your discussion: Put sacrifice in a wider biblical context, pointing to Jesus. As fits your
conversation, you may guide discussion to how gentiles/ Jews were very separate by class and ethnicity
in Jesus’ society. They were suspicious of one another, to say the least. You can further talk about how
Jesus called to be his disciples even those who were hated by those who thought themselves to be
righteous. And you can emphasize how the sacrificial system was never meant to be merely something
people did to “pay God back”. It was never “transactional.”
Rather, the sacrificial system was to always re-affirm their commitment, their promise, their covenant
with God. It was when the system was abused and taken away from a commitment to following God
that the sacrificial system was condemned. “Broken and contrite hearts” – will directed toward God – is
what God desires—not sacrifices alone. When the heart devoted toward God is absent, then the
prophets say that God detests their burnt offerings (i.e. Amos 5:21; Isaiah 1:11). The will and action
(obedience) must be in line with the sacrifices. A good metaphor might be that of a wedding. The
wedding ceremony is very important. It is worthless if not followed by faithfulness.
That is why God desires mercy rather than sacrifice. Sacrifice by itself is meaningless without
faithfulness. The sacrificial system cannot help but show us God’s holiness, other-ness, and our lack of
ability to worthily approach a holy God by ourselves. Therefore, what possible reason could we have for
arrogance? Sacrifices are a sign of our inability. Such sacrifices must be repeated year after year. But, in
our service, we will hear about Christ our high priest who “sacrificed for their sins once for all when he
offered himself.” (Heb. 7:27).
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Time of Prayer
•
•
•

•
•

Using slips of paper, have students write two prayers.
On one, students will write, “God, I lack…” or “Lord I don’t…”
o Example: “I lack patience…”, “I don’t have the will to pray like I feel I should.”
On the other students will write, “God you provide…”
o Examples: “You give your promises to never leave or forsake us”; “You give us your Holy
Spirit who helps us pray when we have no words.”
After writing, each student may share as they are led in prayer. You can go around the circle
praying your “Lord I lack,” and “Lord you provide” prayers.
At the end, you may crumple all the “lack” prayers into a ball and throw them into a trashcan to
symbolize how God always overcomes our insufficiencies.

Remind students in closing:
The concept of sacrifice, the idea of having a priest who goes between us and God, is a reminder that we
do not always measure up. We don’t measure up as individuals. We don’t live as we should as family
and friend groups. We don’t live how we should as nations and people groups either. But sacrifice also
shows us that God wants to renew our relationship, day after day, year after year out of nothing but
God’s love for us.
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Appendix A
Example:
Together, read Leviticus 16:1-6.

What must the priest do? Why?
1. Bring a young bull for an offering.
2. Put on a sacred linen / clothes.
3. Bathe before putting on the garments (they are sacred).
4. Take two male goats for a sin offering, a ram for a burnt
offering.
5. The bull is for the sin of the priest and his house.

✂
Pair 1: Leviticus 16:7-10

✂
Pair 2: Leviticus 16:11-14

✂
Pair 3: Leviticus 16:15-19

✂

Pair 4: Leviticus 16:20-26
(give to your most ambitious and
ready-to-read pair)

✂

Pair 5 (if you have enough people)
Leviticus 16:27-29

✂
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Appendix B
Scenarios for flat character decoration
A job interview (to be a
henchman for a mad scientist)

Hunting a great white whale

Going to the moon (for the
cheese you think is there).

✂

✂

Meeting a sloth (formal
occasion)

Disguising your secret superhero
identity.

✂

✂

A day at your favorite sports
team’s game

✂
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A day spent ready for your
favorite hobby

✂
Meeting a group of world
leaders to tell them your ideas
(which might involve free ice
cream)

✂
A day at work and you’re a
[insert job here]

✂

✂

All rights reserved by Dilan Braddock, Hannah Boman, and Jonathan Balmer

(kyrios n. Lord)

Prophet ◇ Priest ◇ King

Appendix
CAll rights reserved by Dilan Braddock, Hannah Boman, and Jonathan Balmer
Page 15 of 19

(kyrios n. Lord)

Prophet ◇ Priest ◇ King

SATURDAY NIGHT
Small group time
Needed supplies
•
•
•
•
•

Paper
Pens
Crayons
Bowl/bag/hat
Imaginations

Background information

Christ Tsar (King) source: wikimediacommons

The passages we’re reading tell us about what it means to live with Jesus as King. Sometimes we treat
Jesus more as a role model than a king, asking the question: What would Jesus do? While we’re called to
follow Jesus and imitate him and obey his commandment, for this to be the question we on which build
our faith limits our relationship with God so that rather than submitting to his authority, we’re making
guesses about his actions. Following Jesus is about so much more than doing what he would do, and
we’ll go over that at the end. Hopefully at the end of this discussion everyone will have thought through
what it means for Jesus to be King in our everyday lives.

Opening activity: Four on a Couch
Goal: Try to get four of your teammates on the couch!
Preparation:
•

•
•

Four chairs, cushions, or papers to designate a "couch" that can fit four people. Four people
must sit on the couch at the beginning of the game. Everyone else can sit on the ground in a
circle or in unmarked chairs
One strip of paper for every participant and pens
A bowl/bag/hat to collect the pieces of paper

Page 16 of 19

All rights reserved by Dilan Braddock, Hannah Boman, and Jonathan Balmer

(kyrios n. Lord)

Prophet ◇ Priest ◇ King
How to Play:
1. Split everyone into two equal teams and ask them to sit in a circle. Add one empty seat in the circle.
When starting, each participant needs to sit next to his/her opponent on both sides (alternating team
members), including the four people on the "couch". Hand out the pieces of paper and pens (one per
person). Ask everyone to write their names on their piece of paper and to put their pieces of paper in
the bag.
2. After this, pass around the bag and ask everyone to draw one piece of paper with someone else's
name on it. Each person should read their own piece of paper without letting anyone else know what his
or her paper says.
3. Explain that the goal of the game is to get four of their teammates on the couch. The person on the
right of empty chair/spot calls the name of a game participant. The person whose piece of paper has the
called name sits in the empty chair. Whoever sits on the right of the new empty chair calls out another
name.
4. Start by asking the person to the right of the empty chair to call a name. The person with the piece of
paper with the written name sits in the empty chair. Continue this pattern. The first team to have four of
their members on the couch wins the game.

Small group activity: What king of King would I be?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure each student has pen/paper.
Give the students up to 10 minutes imagining what kind of kings they would be. They can talk
about it with each other for feedback if they feel comfortable.
Have them describe their royal selves on the paper, and allow them to get as detailed as they
want, even down to the sort of kingdom they would rule. Can write, draw king, make a map of
their kingdom, whatever helps them imagine it.
Share what they come up with! Ask them what made them good rulers. What made them not so
good?
Ask if anyone feel comfortable following them forever and giving them power over every part of
our lives? Would they trust each other?
Trusting someone else to have authority over us is hard! We have to let go of the control we
want over our lives and accept the good someone else sees for us, even when it’s different than
what we hoped for.

Scripture and Discussion
Split into three groups, and each group gets a passage about the cost of following Jesus. Give them 5
minutes to read it and think about what this passage is saying about the cost of following Jesus. Come
back and share thoughts, recognizing that it’s okay if there’s overlap. This is important and we need to
think it through.
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Group 1: Luke 9:23-27
•

NOTE for group: The passage directly following this is the Transfiguration of Jesus, where Peter,
John, and James see Jesus in all his glory and dazzling white, and then speak to two Moses and
Elijah. Not only is Jesus telling them what is required to follow him, immediately after we read
this we see him glorified and see that he is worthy of following.

Group 2: Luke 14:25-33
• This reading describes a little more specifically what is required.
• Jesus is brutally honest with us here. What does it cost to be a disciple?
o No ties to people or even our lives; carrying a cross; serious thought.
Group 3: Matthew 8:18-22
•

What does following Jesus cost here?
o No home and leaving things unfinished/no goodbyes or fulfilling earthly duties.

We just read three passages on the cost of following Jesus. What are things they have in common?
•

They are all super uncomfortable and none of them are easy!

Having read about how uncomfortable it can be to follow Jesus, why do you think we limit him to role
model over King?
•
•
•
•

We don’t want to take risks. That’s scary, and what if it doesn’t turn out and the life/reputation
we’d built is gone now?
We really don’t like being uncomfortable. And following Jesus can take effort sometimes when
we really don’t feel like it
We’re selfish. We have a vision for our lives and who we want to be and we feel like that’s more
important.
We don’t think we need him. A lot of times we think that we can do just fine on our own and we
don’t need a king. But we do! We don’t see all the parts and we make mistakes! We make
wrong choices! We need a perfect King to guide our imperfect selves!

Philippians 2:1-11
People talk a lot about what Jesus would do, and a lot of times that’s given as the question we should
ask ourselves when we wonder how to live as a follower of our King in his Kingdom. But this is tricky. Do
we know exactly what Jesus would say to and how he would treat each person in your high school? No!
We don’t know what he would say to our friends when they’re wrong or unkind or hurting or confused.
He doesn’t give us a script in the bible. When asking what would Jesus do, the answer is “I don’t know
for sure.”
But we know what he did. We know what he said. We know his character. We know what kind of King
he is. We know what his attitude toward other is in this passage.
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(kyrios n. Lord)

Prophet ◇ Priest ◇ King
•

What is his attitude here?
o Humble. Servant. Obedient.
• A few verses earlier, Paul tells his audience to let their “manner of life be worthy of the gospel of
Christ” and a little later to “do all things without grumbling or questioning” (1:27, 2:14).
• What does it look like for us to be humble in the way Jesus was humble? What did he do?
o Talked to people no one else would, touched the sick and hurting, washed feet, was
humiliated and crucified.
o We can listen to the people around us. Help without being asked to.
o
To follow Jesus as King means to give him every part of ourselves. To submit completely to his authority.
To live every day obeying his laws, loving God and loving our neighbors. What does this quote from C.S.
Lewis add to our discussion?
“There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, “Thy will be done,” and those to
whom God says, in the end, “Thy will be done.”
Following Jesus is a choice. Submitting to God’s will is a choice and we can choose not to do it. We can
choose our own wills, and God let’s us do that. But he is worthy of our lives.

Time of Prayer
Give the students time to reflect on the discussion. Make sure they still have paper. Ask them to think
about areas in their lives where they aren’t letting Jesus be King, where they’re holding onto lordship.
These might be areas where Jesus is risky or his call is uncomfortable, or areas of sin and pride. If they’re
comfortable sharing, they may, but they don’t have to if they’re uncomfortable.
End with the prayer from our call to worship:
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so
control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we
pray you, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people; through our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Remind students in closing:
We know that following Jesus, letting him be king, is uncomfortable. We like to be independent, to do
things on our own without anyone telling us what to do. We feel like we’ve got it. But we are imperfect
and we need a perfect King. We need Jesus. We know that he is worthy of our lives and loves. We know
that his kingdom is beautiful and worth giving things up to be in it. We find deep joy being a part of this
kingdom.
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