7TH AND JAMES YOUTH MINISTRY
HOUSTON, TEXAS, MISSION TRIP.
JUNE 25-30TH, 2018
Missions Thoughts (daily learning)
Daily Devotions (morning quiet time)
Vespers (evening worship)
NAME: __________________________
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MONDAY
MISSIONS THOUGHT
“Africans sensed in their hearts that Jesus did
not mock their respect for the sacred or their
clamor for an invincible Savior, so they beat
their sacred drums for him until the stars
skipped and danced in the skies. After that
dance the stars weren't little anymore.
Christianity helped Africans to become renewed
Africans, not remade Europeans.”
Picture Source: Yale.edu
Lamin Sanneh
Professor of Missions and World Christianity at Yale Divinity School

- Lamin Sanneh, Whose Religion Is Christianity?:
The Gospel Beyond the West, p.43 (2003).

No culture knows God just because they “figured God out”—like cultures figure out
writing systems, or invent systems of government. God works in history. God selfreveals. So, it is important we not confuse our culture’s norms for “God’s eternal
preferences.” God is ultimately seen in Jesus—who wasn’t American (like we are), and
was not born in the 20th or 21st century (like we were).
Our Pivot missions book lists four ways we usually respond to from different cultures,
or different world-views. Each listen from a vantage point of power. The first three
assume our vantage point is right, and “others” are wrong (from page 48-50) 1.
They are:
- Consumption: We try to incorporate the ideas and the person into our group
and worldview. In this response, we subconsciously try to fit the ideas we hear,
or people we see, into a version of ourselves. We try to shape what we
encounter into our own likeness.
- Pushing out: Anything we cannot fit into our worldview is pushed out. We
reject and exclude it.
- Toleration: We attempt to accept the ideas and the people into our group and
worldview, even though they seem strange to us.
1

Taken from a free e-book download of Pivot here: http://www.cbf.net/pivot/
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The fourth is a little different:
- Agreement: The idea that beneath all our little differences we are the same.
All four of these ways judge from the outside. There is another way:
Listening with ears to hear- Listening that allows another person’s ideas and
worldview to challenge and unsettle our own worldview.
PIVOT MISSION REFLECTION: CROSS-CULTURAL EXPERIENCE

Think about to the last experience you had with someone from a cultural background
different from your own. What was the purpose of the encounter? What words were
spoken? Besides your words, what were each of you communicating to the other?
Write a short reflection in the notebook you received in your folder.

MONDAY MORNING DEVOTION
ADAPTED FROM D365.0RG "GOD IS ENOUGH. GOD IS AT WORK,"
ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED JUNE 11 T H -17 T H , 2018, BY DAVE MCNEELY.

PAUSE
(ALL QUOTED SCRIPTUR AL PASSAGE S FROM THE COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE , UNLESS OTHERWISE I NDICATED)

Is God enough for you to be enough?
Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we
forget that God is behind the scenes, beneath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing
unexpected things and offering undeserved grace. And maybe that’s enough . . .
“God has the power to provide you with more than enough of every kind of grace. That way, you will
have everything you need always and in everything to provide more than enough for every kind of good
work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8
LISTEN
The Lord God proclaims: I myself will take one of the top branches from the tall
cedar. I will pluck a tender shoot from its crown, and I myself will plant it on a very
high and lofty mountain. On Israel’s mountainous highlands I will plant it, and it will
send out branches and bear fruit. It will grow into a mighty cedar. Birds of every kind
will nest in it and find shelter in the shade of its boughs.
Ezekiel 17:22-23
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THINK
Have you ever climbed a tall tree all the way to the very end of its highest branch?
Unless you’re in a body cast right now, of course you haven’t.
If you’ve ever tried to climb a tall tree, you know that the branches thin out the
farther away from the trunk you get. They’re smaller, lighter, and they can support
much less weight, a flying squirrel at best.
So when God says that God’s going to pluck just such a branch, a “tender shoot,” to
be exact, our expectations might be a little underwhelming. What kind of success can
we expect from such a modest beginning?
According to God, the best kind of success.
Apparently, God is in the business of turning tiny buds into mighty trees and
transforming even small acts of faith into remarkable outgrowths of God’s power.
Small is the new big.
And just a little is the new enough.
Dave McNeely
PRAY
God, I admit that sometimes I pay too much attention to big and spectacular things
and overlook what seems to be small and insignificant. But somehow, you’re at work
even in the smallest of the small, and I pray for eyes to see the remarkable potential of
what I often ignore. Help me to trust that you are at work even in the smallest details
of my own life. Amen. Write your own thoughts, your own prayer, in your prayer journal.
GO
“Our hearts are restless until they find rest in You.”

-Augustine

Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find
rest in God’s abundant enough.
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MONDAY EVENING VESPERS
OPENING REFLECTION
“God chose to be our mother in all things and so made the foundation of his work,
most humbly and most pure, in the Virgin’s womb. God, the perfect wisdom of all,
arrayed himself in this humble place.”
A Prayer Adapted from Julian of Norwich’s Revelations of Divine Love, chapter 53
(c. 1393)
LITANY -PSALM 105:1-9 (BOLD= ALL/ UNBOLD = ONE)

1

Give thanks to the LORD;
call upon his name;
make his deeds known to all
people!
2

Sing to God;
sing praises to the Lord;
dwell on all his wondrous works!

Give praise to God’s holy name!
Let the hearts rejoice of all those
seeking the LORD!

5

Remember the wondrous works he
has done,
all his marvelous works, and the
justice he declared—
6

you who are the offspring of
Abraham, his servant, and the
children of Jacob, his chosen ones.

3

4

Pursue the LORD and his strength;
seek his face always!

The LORD—he is our God.
His justice is everywhere
throughout the whole world.
7

8

God remembers his covenant
forever,
the word he commanded to a
thousand generations,
9

which he made with Abraham,
the solemn pledge he swore to Isaac.
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SONG OF PRAISE- HOLY, HOLY, HOLY.

II. Holy, Holy, Holy
All the saints adore Thee
Casting down their golden crowns
Around the crystal sea
III. Holy, Holy, Holy
Lord God Almighty
All thy works shall praise thy name
In earth and sky and sea

IV. Cherubim and seraphim
Falling down before Thee
Who wert and art
And evermore shalt be
V. Holy, Holy, Holy
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity

SCRIPTURE READING(S)
[i] Galatians 4:4-7

[ii] Exodus 3:13-15

MESSAGE: “OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME”

RESPONSE IN PRAYER

[PRAYER ACTIVITY]

Write a prayer to God, in your prayer journals, about your hopes for this week.
Approach God like a loving parent, draw toward Christ as a brother, as a friend
(there is scriptural language for all of this). Journal about what is on your heart.
Listen and express the longings of your heart to God. Praise God’s name. Use the
titles or names of God which most remind you of God’s greatness, mercy, and
faithfulness and draw near to God in this time. You may also write a prayer on the
poster board provided on what it means to you to pray “Our Father.”
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TUESDAY
PIVOT: MISSIONS THOUGHT
“To be reconciled to [have peace with] God, to be justified [made
right], to be transformed in the here and now, is not something that
happens to isolated individuals, however. Incorporation into [Becoming
part of] the Christ-event moves the individual believer into the
community of believers.”
― David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission

Picture Source: International Bulletin of
Missionary Research
David Bosch
Dutch Reformed Church
Professor of Missiology in South Africa,
d. 1992

To better serve and see how God is already work in a
community, we need to “read” a community. Just as you cannot
understand the Bible unless you read, or learn, what is in it—
you can’t learn about a community unless you “read it”. This is
hard to do in a short time, but we can begin to do so by looking
in the right places.

1. Language—What languages are spoken in the community?

2. Historical artifacts—What artifacts are important in the community and why?
3. Worldview—How does the community see the world and understand themselves in relation
to the world?
4. Customs—What are the core practices in which people engage that shape their identity
and sense of purpose in life?
5. Institutions—What are the primary influential institutions in the community, and how are
they shaping the identity and purpose of the people?
6. Ethics—How does the community define success? How do you define write and wrong?
(Pivot, pp 53-54).
PIVOT BOOK: REFLECTI ON- CULTURE AND READING A COMMUNITY. WRITE IN YOUR JOURNA L.

1- Write some of your reflections about culture and what you recognize from the
above aspects in Houston so far. Think about the above criteria.
2- If you could ask the local leaders, or people with whom you engage today, one
question, what would it be? Write it down and be ready to ask it later.
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TUESDAY MORNING DEVOTION
ADAPTED FROM D365.0R G

PAUSE
Is God enough for you to be enough?
Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we
forget that God is behind the scenes, beneath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing
unexpected things and offering undeserved grace. And maybe that’s enough . . .
“As it is written, He scattered everywhere; he gave to the needy; his righteousness remains forever.
The one who supplies seed for planting and bread for eating will supply and multiply your seed and
will increase your crop, which is righteousness.”
2 Corinthians 9:9-10
LISTEN
Then all the trees in the countryside will know that I, the Lord, bring down the tall
tree and raise up the lowly tree, and make the green tree wither and the dry tree
bloom. I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.
Ezekiel 17:24
THINK
They say that there are only three things that matter in real estate: “Location, location,
location.” I’m guessing the fourth rule is “Don’t mention the lowly, dry trees.”
The vision that Ezekiel shares brings to mind an abandoned yard with dying trees
that’s not about to win a neighborhood beautification award. The kind of yard that
the neighbors complain about and the kids are warned to stay away from. The kind of
yard that feels like a graveyard.
The kind of place where God says: “This is where I do my best work.”
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Sometimes, our faith can feel like these trees – all dried up, no life, no fruit, no hope.
Prayers seem to bounce straight back down off the ceiling. God seems distant, while
everyone around you seems so happy and on fire for God.
Believe the Good News: God’s best work is done in the dry and dusty places where
life is most ominously disguised. In the very places where life seems most barren,
God’s love is more than enough to bring back life.
Dave McNeely
PRAY
God, it’s not always easy to believe that you’re at work when my faith feels so dry,
even dead. But I know that your specialty is bringing dead things back to life. Give me
the strength to survive this dry spell and trust that, even as I pray, you are watering my
life with goodness and mercy. Amen.

Write your own thoughts, your own prayer, in your prayer journal.
GO
“Not everything in man's life is summed up in the problem of food. Anyone who
thinks that a civilization can be founded on bread alone makes a great mistake. No
matter how much bread there is, it cannot produce a man: it can only nourish him.
Life exists before food. Man's life comes from the very origin of life. Therefore,
civilization does not follow the forms of production. All social life follows the action
of life.”
- Toyohiko Kagawa

Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find
rest in God’s abundant enough.
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TUESDAY EVENING VESPERS
OPENING REFLECTION
“So then take [my heart], dear God, because it knows that You are all it should want
and, if it were wise, You would be all it would want . . . . You are all it does want, and it
wants more and more to want You. Its demands are absurd. It’s a moth who would
be king, a stupid slothful thing, a foolish thing, who wants God, who made the earth,
to be its Lover. Immediately.”
-Flannery O’Conner, her prayer journal, 1946.
LITANY PSALM 47 (BOLD= ALL/ UNBOLD = ONE)
FOR THE MUSIC LEADER. A PSALM OF THE KORAHITES.

1

Clap your hands, all you people!
Shout joyfully to God with a joyous
shout!
2 Because

6

Sing praises to God! Sing praises!
Sing praises to our king! Sing praises

the LORD Most High is

awesome,
he is the great king of the whole world.

7

3

8

He subdues the nations under us,
subdues all people beneath our feet.

because God is king of the whole world!
Sing praises with a song of instruction!
God is king over the nations.
God sits on his holy throne.

4 He

chooses our inheritance for us:
the heights of Jacob, which he loves.

Selah
5
God has gone up with a joyous shout—
the LORD with the blast of the ram’s horn.
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9

The leaders of all people are gathered
with the people of Abraham’s God
because the earth’s guardians belong to
God;
God is exalted beyond all.

SONG OF PRAISE – ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING
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SCRIPTURE READING(S)
[i] Matthew 4:1-11

[ii] Daniel 4:34-37

MESSAGE:
“THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN”

RESPONSE IN PRAYER

[PRAYER ACTIVITY]

Take 4-7 beads, put them on the bracelet thread, and tie them to your wrist. Take
the number of beads you choose at random. Then write a prayer, or say prayers
with a partner, taking turns, about the following topics. The topic will be
determined by the color of the beads.
Green – An area of your life which you know need to submit your will to God’s.
Blue - A place you see injustice or the “Kingdoms of this world” ruling, which
needs God’s reign to come.
Purple – Thanksgiving for ways you see the Kingdom inbreaking into the world
around us. Where do you see the goodness of God breaking in to a fallen world?
Pink – A matter about which you, a friend, or the place you call home, needs
discernment to know God’s will.
Lime green/ Yellow – Ask and listen to God to know what it means that God is
Lord and King, and we are not. (We do not live in a monarchy, so this is perhaps
harder for us to grasp than the original audience).
Orange – Pray for someone whom has wronged you, and ask God for wisdom in
how to justly and mercifully respond.
YOU MAY ALSO ADD ON TO THE POSTER BOARDS :

1] Comments about where you see God at work on our mission site today.
2] Your own prayer under the “Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be Done, On Earth as
it is in Heaven” section of the Lord’s prayer poster.
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WEDNESDAY
MISSIONS THOUGHT
“I was looking forward to college as the next step in
my quest to turn my future hopes into reality. My
plans were to study as hard as I did in high school,
then attend a top-notch law school and become a topnotch corporate attorney, pursuing the prestige, salary
and benefits that accompany such a career. It was my
personal version of the American dream.
“‘We’re proud of you, Tommy,’ my parents would tell
me whenever I mentioned my life goals. . . . They
were big supporters of my dream, as immigrants from
Taiwan who had high hopes for me, their firstborn
son. I was to fulfill all their reasons for coming to
America in the first place. College, graduate school, a
well-paying job and eventually settling down
somewhere with a wife and family—this was the
future narrative I was supposed to follow.

Picture source: Intervarsity.org
Tom Lin
President, Intervarsity Christian Fellowship

“Yet now my life looks nothing like what I was
expecting it would become. Instead of joining the business world after college, I went into
vocational ministry. Instead of earning the comfortable salary of a corporate attorney, I have
to raise my own financial support. Instead of spending my professional life in sleek
American office buildings, I have found myself spending years in the frigid grasslands and
slums of Mongolia, where the average daily temperatures are -40 degrees F, and where staple
American brands such as Starbucks and McDonald’s are nowhere in sight.
“And looking back, I wouldn’t have had it any other way.
“Over the years, just as the world has dramatically changed since the 1980s, my personal
dream has undergone radical transformation. I used to be a young American focused on my
own dreams of self-actualization, but now my life goal is to help as many young people as
possible recognize God’s dream for them: to be his ambassadors in a world that desperately
needs to know about his life and grace. I can take no credit for this transformation. Only
God was able to change my dream of self-blessing into one of blessing the nations.”
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Tom Lin, Pursuing God’s Call, (IVP Press, 2016), pp. 5-6.

REFLECTION- YOUR GOD-GIVEN CALL. YOUR GOD-GIVEN GIFTS. WRITE IN YOUR JOURNAL.

1. What are your gifts? How might God be leading you to use those gifts in
service of the Kingdom of God?
2. What do you desire? How does that will align or contradict with God’s will?
Where do you need discernment (help knowing God’s will)?

WEDNESDAY MORNING DEVOTION
ADAPTED FROM D365.0R G

PAUSE
Is God enough for you to be enough?
Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we
forget that God is behind the scenes, beneath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing
unexpected things and offering undeserved grace. And maybe that’s enough . . .
“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous in every way. Such generosity
produces thanksgiving to God through us. Your ministry of this service to God’s people isn’t only fully
meeting their needs but it is also multiplying in many expressions of thanksgiving to God.”
2 Corinthians 9:11-12
LISTEN
Then Jesus said, “This is what God’s kingdom is like. It’s as though someone scatters
seed on the ground, then sleeps and wakes night and day. The seed sprouts and
grows, but the farmer doesn’t know how. The earth produces crops all by itself, first
the stalk, then the head, then the full head of grain. Whenever the crop is ready, the
farmer goes out to cut the grain because it’s harvesttime.”
Mark 4:26-29
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THINK
When I was in middle school, I found it impossible to sleep in on Saturday mornings
because I was always afraid that I was missing out on something, that life-changing
events were going on without me.
Turns out, I was right.
If this parable is to be believed, things are happening in the dark while we’re asleep.
Big things. God-sized things.
The funny thing is, though, this reality is not meant to cause us to lose sleep, but just
the opposite. Knowing that God is at work when we’re at rest, according to Jesus,
should allow us to rest easy. Instead of the dreaded FOMO (Fear Of Missing Out),
we’re invited to experience the liberating Rest Of Trusting God.
And wouldn’t it be a shame to miss out on that?
Dave McNeely
PRAY
God, sometimes I feel like everything depends on me. Help me to rest in the
knowledge that you are working behind the scenes, even when I’m asleep, to help
your kingdom grow. And give me a heart of wonder to wake up to the joy of your
work. Amen.

Write your own thoughts, your own prayer, in your prayer journal.
GO
“The older I get, the more I meet people, the more convinced I am that we must only
work on ourselves, to grow in grace. The only thing we can do about [other] people is
to love them.”
― Dorothy Day, All the Way to Heaven: The Selected Letters of Dorothy Day

Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find
rest in God’s abundant enough.
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{No Wednesday Night Vespers. We will join South Main Baptist Church for their wednesday
night activities. Pastor Erin will be teaching tonight!}

THURSDAY
MISSIONS THOUGHT

Picture Source: Latasha Morrison, Christianity Today
Latasha Morrison
Founder, “Be the Bridge”
Link: https://bit.ly/2Kin644

“[My ministry] was birthed out of my
disappointment with the local church, which I felt
was always bringing up the rear. We were always
the taillights instead of the headlights. Seeing
racial division at conferences and churches really
broke my heart and gave me a holy discontent. As
I came to the predominantly white church, I saw
a blindness. [Most people] thought the issue was
diversity— ‘If I have someone on staff who
doesn’t look like me, then there is my racial
reconciliation.’

“In the aftermath of Trayvon Martin’s death, I realized that the reason we have such
division [in the church and elsewhere] is because people are not in relationship with
one another. We’re not in proximity. When you don’t have friendships, you assume
things about people who are different than you culturally. You won’t have empathy,
because you don’t know anyone who looks like that, or anyone that worships that
way, or anyone that dresses that way. . . .
“Jesus’ heart is not for him to see us be the same. We can be uniquely whom he
created us to be and still be one, because unification doesn’t always look like
agreement. It means putting the gospel of Jesus at the center of everything that we do.
-Latasha Morrison, Christianity Today interview, January 2017.
REFLECTION- CULTURE, THE GOSPEL, AND RECONCILIATION.
WRITE IN YOUR JOURNAL. PIVOT, PP. 60-62.
1.

How can you participate in Christ’s reconciliation of people? How have you?

2.
A. Reflect on different Christian worship practices you have seen. What does it
tell you about the culture? B. Record an experience with culture from today.
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THURSDAY MORNING DEVOTION
ADAPTED FROM D365.0R G

PAUSE
Is God enough for you to be enough?
Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we
forget that God is behind the scenes, beneath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing
unexpected things and offering undeserved grace.
And maybe that’s enough.
“They will give honor to God for your obedience to your confession of Christ’s gospel. They will do this
because this service provides evidence of your obedience, and because of your generosity in sharing with
them and with everyone.”
2 Corinthians 9:13
LISTEN
He continued, “What’s a good image for God’s kingdom? What parable can I use to
explain it? Consider a mustard seed. When scattered on the ground, it’s the smallest of
all the seeds on the earth; but when it’s planted, it grows and becomes the largest of
all vegetable plants. It produces such large branches that the birds in the sky are able
to nest in its shade.”
Mark 4:30-32
THINK
Do you ever feel like your best is never good enough? Not terrible, but just not . . .
enough? The mustard seed feels your pain.
Despite popular imagination, the mustard seed doesn’t blossom into a sequoia-sized
tree. Instead, it grows into “the largest of all vegetable plants.” That’s like saying,
“He’s the fourth best basketball player whose name begins with the letter H” or “She
has one of the best singing voices in the entire science class”… Um, thanks?
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As it turns out, though, birds don’t need sequoias, and God doesn’t need the best of
the best. As it turns out, a “good image for God’s kingdom” is something small,
something easy to overlook, something on the border of insignificant.
But . . .
It’s the little things where God’s kingdom takes root – little things like a smile, a word
of kindness, the faith that God can work with the smallest gifts we have to give.
Dave McNeely
PRAY
God, sometimes I doubt my significance and feel so small. Help me to trust that you
are able to use me powerfully, no matter how small or insignificant I feel. Give me
courage today to act in small ways with great love. Amen.

Write your own thoughts, your own prayer, in your prayer journal.
GO
“The resurrection of Christ, the truth of the gospel, is not made true or false by us
who proclaim it. Instead, it makes us, broken vessels, into truth bearers. It's too good
to be true. And it's true.”
-Pastor Tish Harrison Warren,
“The Epic Jesus Follower Fail," Christianity Today. April 2014.

Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find
rest in God’s abundant enough.
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THURSDAY EVENING VESPERS
OPENING REFLECTION
Most of us perish from too much bread rather than too little, filling the gnawing
emptiness within through ceaseless consumption. … For us, we ought to pray for the
grace to be able to say, in a culture of consumption, "Give us the grace to know when
enough is enough" or, "Help us to say 'no' when the world entices us with so much."
-William H. Willimon and Stanley Hauerwas, Lord, Teach Us

LITANY PSALM 118:1-9 (BOLD= ALL/ UNBOLD = ONE)

1

Give thanks to the LORD because he
is good,
because his faithful love lasts forever.
2

Let Israel say it:
“God’s faithful love lasts
forever!”
3

Let the house of Aaron say it:
“God’s faithful love lasts forever!”

The LORD is for me—I won’t be
afraid.
What can anyone do to me?
6

7

The LORD is for me—as my helper.
I look in victory on those who hate
me.
It’s far better to take refuge in the
LORD
than to trust any human.
8

4

Let those who honor the LORD say
it:
“God’s faithful love lasts forever!”

It’s far better to take refuge in the
LORD
than to trust any human leader.
9

5

In tight circumstances, I cried out to
the LORD. The LORD answered me
with wide-open spaces.
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SONG OF PRAISE

2. Summer and winter, and
springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars and their
courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold
witness.
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy
and love.

3. Pardon for sin and a peace
that endureth
Thine own dear presence to
cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright
hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten
thousand beside.

SCRIPTURE READING(S)

[i] Exodus 16:4-5; 11-21
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[ii] Colossians 3:9-14

MESSAGE
“GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.
AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS.”

RESPONSE IN PRAYER

[PRAYER ACTIVITY]

From a cup full of popsicle / craft sticks draw several out. Either alone, writing or
saying your prayers, or with a partner or small group, pray for the things listed.
Take time to pray out loud or silently about each of the items listed.
YOU MAY ALSO ADD ON TO THE POSTER BOARDS :

1] Comments about where you see God at work on our mission site today.
2] Your own prayer under the “Give us this day our daily bread/ and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors” section of the Lord’s prayer poster.
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FRIDAY
MISSIONS THOUGHT
What would it mean. . . to take the Lord’s Prayer
seriously as a Kingdom teaching from the King?
Ultimately, praying “Thy kingdom come” is a very
dangerous prayer – at least it was meant to be. Think
about it this way – in 1937, New Testament theologian
Ernst Käsemann was arrested for his resistance to
National Socialism in Nazi Germany.
The major catalyst for his arrest was a sermon he gave
on Isaiah 26:13 – “O Lord our God, other lords
Picture Source: Logos Academic Blog
besides you have ruled over us, but we acknowledge
Nijay Gupta
your name alone.” In the audience were some Gestapo
Professor of New Testament, Portland Seminary
Link: https://bit.ly/2MmtYuu
officials who reported him to authorities on the charge
of treason. He was jailed for almost a month. For Käsemann, to acknowledge the
Lordship of Jesus, the “Kingdom of God,” was to challenge the evil kings of the
world (see Psalm 2) – and they do not like to be challenged.
When we pray “Thy kingdom come,” it is not just praying, God do what you want,
and I will sit here and wait patiently. It is a missional prayer – I look around me and I
see the horror of the “kingdoms of the world and their glory” when they submit to
the devil (Matt 4:8), and I long for the virtues of the “Kingdom of God” as imagined
in the Beatitudes – humility (5:4), empathy (5:5), integrity (5:6), mercy and grace (5:7),
transparency (5:8), seeking goodwill for all (5:9), and courage to do what is right no
matter what (5:10).
I am reminded of what is written in Hebrews 11. So many Old Testament heroes
lived by faith, knowing the promises of God but never living to see them fulfilled.
Hebrews says that, while they did not meet these (fulfilled) promises, they “greeted
them from afar” and in the meantime confessed “they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth” (11:13). They continued to seek a “homeland” (11:14)….2
2

Dr. Nijay Gupta, “The Lord’s Prayer, A Missional Reading: Thy Kingdom Come.” Missio Alliance. May 6, 2016.
https://www.missioalliance.org/lords-prayer-missional-reading-thy-kingdom-come/
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REFLECTION- GOD ON MISSION AND ACTIVE WAITING. WRITE IN YOUR JOURNAL.

1. What promises of God do you want to see fulfilled most?
2. Where do you see God’s hope inbreaking? How do you keep Hope knowing
we may not see the fruits of our labor? Knowing that we do not always see the
change we want to see?

FRIDAY MORNING DEVOTION
ADAPTED FROM D365.0R G

PAUSE
Is God enough for you to be enough?
Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we
forget that God is behind the scenes, beneath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing
unexpected things and offering undeserved grace. And maybe that’s enough . . .
“God’s people will also pray for you, and they will care deeply for you because of the outstanding grace
that God has given to you.”
2 Corinthians 9:14
LISTEN
It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, Most High; to
proclaim your loyal love in the morning, your faithfulness at nighttime with the tenstringed harp, with the melody of the lyre because you’ve made me happy, Lord, by
your acts. I sing with joy because of your handiwork.
Psalm 92:1-4
THINK
Do you ever lie in bed at night replaying the last 24 hours in your head, the highs and
lows, the joys and pains, the “what ifs” and “what might have beens”?
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Or maybe you can’t get out of bed in the morning because you can’t stop thinking
about what the day ahead holds in store?
It seems as though the Psalmist also had preoccupations in bed in the morning and at
night. But what a difference in where the Psalmist’s attention was turned!
The writer of the Psalm began and ended the day, focusing not on his or her own
actions but rather on the work of God. And rather than leading to frustration and
disappointment or fear and anxiety, focusing attention on the work God was doing
gave the Psalmist a spirit of gratitude and thanksgiving, hope and courage.
Just imagine if each morning began with the trust that “Today, God is going to do
more than enough.” Just imagine if each evening concluded with the expression of
praise and relief that “Today, God did more than enough.”
Dave McNeely
PRAY
God, I give thanks for the work you have done, and I place my trust in the work you
are going to do today. Your goodness and mercy are enough for me to be grateful,
and your promises and faithfulness are enough for me to be hopeful. In you, I have all
I need today. Amen.

Write your own thoughts, your own prayer, in your prayer journal.
GO
"I can see, and that is why I can be happy, in what you call the dark, but which to me
is golden. I can see a God-made world, not a manmade world."
- Helen Keller, as quoted in a 1955 documentary “The Unconquered”
Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find
rest in God’s abundant enough.
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FRIDAY EVENING VESPERS
OPENING REFLECTION
"The Gethsemane scene is the opening episode of Christ's passion [suffering], and
therefore the beginning of the first day of the age to come. The very deep idea we are
approaching here is that the judgment of the ruler of this world- and therefore the
judgment of the kosmos itself- coincides with the judgment that Jesus takes upon
himself, in our place" – The Rev. Fleming Rutledge, The Crucifixion, pg. 373.
LITANY- PSALM 142 (BOLD= ALL/ UNBOLD = ONE)
1

I cry out loud for help from the
LORD.
I beg out loud for mercy from the
LORD.

5

2

6

I pour out my concerns before
God;
I announce my distress to him.
3

When my spirit is weak inside me,
you still know my way.
But they’ve hidden a trap for me in
the path I’m taking.
4

Look right beside me: See?
No one pays attention to me.
There’s no escape for me.
No one cares about my life.
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I cry to you, LORD, for help.
“You are my refuge,” I say.
“You are all I have in the land of
the living.”
Pay close attention to my shouting,
because I’ve been brought down
so low!
Deliver me from my oppressors
because they’re stronger than
me.
7

Get me out of this prison
so I can give thanks to your name.
Then the righteous will gather all
around me
because of your good deeds to me.

SONG OF PRAISE- IT IS WELL

II.
Though Satan should buffet, though
trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless
estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my
soul
[CHORUS]*
III.
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious
thought
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no
more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my
soul
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IV.
And, Lord, haste the day when the
faith shall be sight
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
The trump shall re-sound and the
Lord shall descend,
“Even so”- it is well with my soul.
*Chorus:
It is well (it is well)
With my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul
It is well (it is well)
With my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul

SCRIPTURE READING(S)

[i] 1 Samuel 22:1-5

[ii] Luke 22:39-52

MESSAGE- “AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM
EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY….”

RESPONSE IN PRAYER

[PRAYER ACTIVITY]

Write short prayers on the short strips of paper provided. Then tape them and
make a chain. You may connect several short prayers together to create a chain of
prayers.
SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYERS:

- A reflection to God about What Christ has done for us on the cross. What
trial did Jesus go through, so that we do not have to enter the time of trial?
What hope do you have in Christ?
o New Testament passages for reflection suggested.
You may also simply write scripture on the chains:
▪ Galatians 2:20
▪ 1 Peter 2:24-25
▪ Matthew 16:24-26
▪ Ephesians 2:8-9
▪ Mark 15:33-38
▪ John 19:1-16
▪ Acts 5:30
▪ Romans 5:6-11

See next page for more suggestions 
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- Write to God expressing what you feel about the trials you face. What are
your complaints, the hurt, you want to bring to God? What strength do you
need to ask God for? Whatever concerns you, worries you, or preoccupies
you, that either you or someone you know is going through, bring to God.
- Where have you seen God this week? What challenges have you faced?
What are you learning? Write to God a prayer of thanks for God’s
faithfulness.

OR CHOOSE YOUR OWN PRAYER, ON YOUR OWN TOPIC.
YOU MAY ALSO ADD ON TO THE POSTER BOARDS:

1] Comments about where you see God at work on our mission
site today.
2] Your own prayer under the “And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil….” section of the Lord’s prayer poster.
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SATURDAY

MORNING DEVOTION

ADAPTED FROM D365.0R G

PAUSE
Is God enough for you to be enough?
Too often, we focus so much on our own accomplishments and failures that we
forget that God is behind the scenes, beneath our feet, beyond our imaginations doing
unexpected things and offering undeserved grace. And maybe that’s enough . . .
“Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldn’t give with hesitation
or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver. God has the power to provide you with more than
enough of every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to
provide more than enough for every kind of good work. As it is written, He scattered everywhere; he
gave to the needy; his righteousness remains forever.
“The one who supplies seed for planting and bread for eating will supply and multiply your seed and
will increase your crop, which is righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be
generous in every way. Such generosity produces thanksgiving to God through us. Your ministry of
this service to God’s people isn’t only fully meeting their needs but it is also multiplying in many
expressions of thanksgiving to God. They will give honor to God for your obedience to your confession
of Christ’s gospel. They will do this because this service provides evidence of your obedience, and
because of your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone. They will also pray for you, and
they will care deeply for you because of the outstanding grace that God has given to you. Thank God
for his gift that words can’t describe!”
2 Corinthians 9:7-15
LISTEN
They will bear fruit even when old and gray; they will remain lush and fresh in order
to proclaim: “The Lord is righteous. He’s my rock. There’s nothing unrighteous in
him.”
Psalm 92:14-15
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THINK
Endings can be really uncomfortable. In fact, sometimes I’ll stop reading a book
simply because I don’t want it to end. Endings bring with them a finality that causes
uncertainty, anxiety, and even depression.
And no ending can be more frightening to think about than the end of your life. The
Psalmist, however, saw even this reality as an opportunity to remember that God’s
work is always enough.
As things grow closer to death, they inevitably experience decay and decline. The
leaves of the trees no longer have quite as much color, the car just won’t start on the
first turn of the key, the human body just can’t accomplish what it used to.
And yet the Psalmist retains hope in a God who makes even dying things filled with
vitality and life. No matter how old you are, there is a natural fear of things coming to
an end. But have hope! God can turn final chapters into the best stories we’ve ever
read.
Dave McNeely
PRAY
God, it’s not easy to approach the end of something. I don’t know what will come
next, and it’s easy to be afraid and uncomfortable. But I know that you are there at
every ending and every beginning, as well. Help me to trust that you will write a
beautiful ending. Amen.

Write your own thoughts, your own prayer, in your prayer journal.
GO
“Faith in the dawn arises from the faith that God is good and just. When one believes
this, he knows that the contradictions of life are neither final nor ultimate. He can
walk through the dark night with the radiant conviction that all things work together
for those that love God”
- The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “A Knock at Midnight,”
Sermon. June 5th, 1963.
Beneath our concerns that we may never be or have enough, may we seek and find
rest in God’s abundant enough.
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